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MUSSEL DISTRIBUTION IN RELATION TO STREAM CONFLUENCE
IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN. Henry van der Schalie, University ol
Michigan. Read by George M. Davis,

{Abstract)

The presence of certain southern Michigan freshwaler mussels, such as
Alasmidonta merginaia (Say), Elliptio dilotetus (Raf.) and Lasmigona
costate (Raf.), in northern Michigan rivers (the Millecoguin, Carp and
Ocqueoc) indicates that these rivers formerly must have been conneeted in
a continuous dendritic river patterm. At present these species have a dis-
continuous paticen of distribution. The extension of their ranges and their
present distribution can be aecounted for best by evidence adduced by glacial
geologists who indicated a former Mackinae River oeccupied the bed of
northern Lake Michigan during a low water stage in posiglacial (Chippewa-
Stantey) time—approximately 8.500 years ago. While the above three
Mississippi species traveled north and eastward along this route, an Atlauntic
species, Elliptio complenatus (Dillwyn), apparently reached the Ocgueoc
River in northern Lower Michigan moving westward when these confluences
existed. The information bearing on these extensions of ranges also sub-
stantiates confluences indicated previously for the region of the Fox River
of Wisconsin and Green Bay.

{(Discussion)

Jreobson: “Herh Athearn and 1 found £lliptio r‘()!!?,f)!(:}iffll-l.\"(H;I Ii'\t‘ l!‘f:'iﬂt
Coust only in ocean-cmptying streams, never in those of lil'a' Mississippi l!t'ii‘sllv
age.” Maorrisors UTrues complanabig i an Atingic species with p{"u‘\?u‘n‘
northern disteibetion, Hmited o certain parts of the Great Lakes, EHiplio
ditatatis is predominant in the Fox River hecause in glacial ls'm(-f‘- 1.h.is Fivey
wits the ourlet of Green Bay into the Wisconsin and the Mississippt, Also,
i 198 B ok mussels ol Misisippl Drisage spedies in fackeon Paek,
Chicago: detinonaias liganeating was Lrge and fine there, T3 hazod
guess thit it still Hves in Bake Michigan”
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